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POLICE SERVICE, SHORTFALL OF FULL-TIME EQUIVALENTS  

1754. Mr M.J. Birney to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services; Justice; Community Safety 

(1) I refer to the ‘Community Support Crime Prevention and Public Order’ Output 1 in the current budget 
papers and ask - 

(a) why is there a shortfall of 40 Full Time Equivalents (FTEs) from the figure budgeted and the 
figure estimated for this output; 

(b) at which Police Station and/or Unit were each of those 40 FTEs to be stationed; 

(c) what role was to be allocated to those 40 FTEs; and 

(d) what was the total amount of money saved for the year by not employing those 40 FTEs? 

(2) I refer to the ‘Emergency Management and Co-ordination’ Output 2 in the current budget papers and 
ask - 

(a) why is there a shortfall of 2 Full Time Equivalents from the figure budgeted and the figure 
estimated for this output; 

(b) at which Police Station and/or Unit were both of those FTEs to be stationed; 

(c) what role was to be allocated to those 2 FTEs; and 

(d) what was the total amount of money saved for the year by not employing those 2 FTEs? 

(3) I refer to the ‘Traffic Management and Road Safety’ Output 3 in the current budget papers and ask - 

(a) why is there a shortfall of 19 Full Time Equivalents from the figure budgeted and the figure 
estimated for this output; 

(b) at which Police Station and/or Unit were each of those 19 FTEs to be stationed; 

(c) what role was to be allocated to those 19 FTEs; and 

(d) what was the total amount of money saved for the year by not employing those 19 FTEs? 

(4) I refer to the ‘Response to and Investigation of Offences’ Output 4 in the current budget papers and ask 
- 

(a) why is there a shortfall of 38 Full Time Equivalents from the figure budgeted and the figure 
estimated for this output; 

(b) at which Police Station and/or Unit were each of those 38 FTEs to be stationed; 

(c) what role was to be allocated to those 38 FTEs; and 

(d) what was the total amount of money saved for the year by not employing those 38 FTEs? 

(5) I refer to the ‘Services to the Judicial Process’ Output 5 in the current budget papers and ask - 

(a) why is there a shortfall of 10 Full Time Equivalents from the figure budgeted and the figure 
estimated for this output; 

(b) at which Police Station and/or Unit were each of those 10 FTEs to be stationed; 

(c) what role was to be allocated to those 10 FTEs; and 

(d) what was the total amount of money saved for the year by not employing those 10 FTEs? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 

The Western Australia Police Service advise that the questions asked by the Member cannot be addressed at an 
output level due to the method by which the FTEs are apportioned between outputs. 

The FTEs are apportioned using regular surveys that employees (sworn police officers, Aboriginal Police 
Liaison Officers, unsworn officers and wages employees) perform to assess operational hours applied to each 
output. 

The Police Service in March 2002 estimated an Approved Average Staffing Level of 6068 FTE for the 2002/03 
financial year. The estimated actual usage for 2002/03 was determined in February 2003 as 5959 FTE. This 
difference of 109 FTE was apportioned between the 5 outputs. 
 


